
On September 12, 2015, Baik Art sent four Asian artists 
on a road trip to central and northern California. From 
September 13 to September 21, Ahmad Zakii Anwar, Heri 
Dono, Kow Leong Kiang and Putu Sutawijaya traveled 
together visiting many natural sites, including Big Sur and 
Yosemite National Park. The experience culminated in an 
open studios event at the 18th Street Arts Center in Santa 
Monica on September 22.

Each of the four artists is distinguished by the ways in 
which they address various themes through their work. Ah-
mad Zakii Anwar was born in 1955 in Johor Bahru, Malay-
sia. He uses paint and charcoal to develop highly realistic, 
metaphorical figures and still life compositions informed by 
his Islamic upbringing in Southeast Asia. Heri Dono, born 
in Jakarta, Indonesia in 1960, is often associated with 
the new internationalist movement in art. His paintings, 
sculptures and installations tend to combine humor and 
sociopolitical commentary. Kow Leong Kiang is known 
for his photographic portraits, in which a painterly, blurred 
quality is employed to alter the image’s aura. He was born 
in Selangor, Malaysia in 1970. Lastly, Putu Sutawijaya, 
born the same year in Tabanan, Bali, creates expressive 
paintings and sculptures often focused on the human fig-
ure. His figures’ organic forms and sense of movement are 
also influenced by sacred sites in Bali and Java, as well as 
the concept of the body as a temple.

Together, Anwar, Dono, Kiang and Sutawijaya visited 
Hearst Castle, Big Sur, San Francisco, Sacramento, and 

Yosemite National Park. At Hearst Castle, they explored 
California’s central coastline, and during their two days 
spent in Big Sur, the artists looked for sea otters and other 
sea creatures. They saw redwood trees and stopped to 
visit various surfing destinations. Their drive near Half-
Moon Bay Area brought them close to Crystal Springs 
Reservoir and Mavericks, where some of the largest surfa-
ble waves on earth can be found.

The artists spent two days in San Francisco, visiting 
historical sites such as the Golden Gate Bridge, Alcatraz 
Island, Chinatown, and Coit Tower. They also had the 
opportunity to drive through Golden Gate Park and spent 
time at Mount Tamalpais State Park. From San Francisco, 
they visited Sacramento where part of the old city has 
been left the underground.

Finally, they continued their trip to Yosemite National Park 
where they spent several days. While traveling south on 
their return trip to Los Angeles, the artists visited areas of 
California which none of them had ever seen near Se-
quoia National Park, Bakersfield, and the Angeles National 
Forest.

Throughout the eight-day-long road trip, Ahmad Zakii 
Anwar, Heri Dono, Kow Leong Kiang and Putu Sutawijaya 
considered ways in which these natural and historical 
places had influenced their art practices.
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My favorite moment was seeing the spirit of Los Angeles: the rich and the poor, mul-
ticultural people, the topography, the myriad of museums, and working in 18th Street 
Art Center. 

Interview with Heri Dono

It was my first time driving on the 
other side of the road. It was quite 
stressful in the beginning because 
there were so many winding roads 
but we made it!!!

Interview with Kow Leong Kiang



In Big Sur the building we stayed in was about 300 years old, 
so nobody slept on the second floor.  I did to get “inspiration,” 
but there was a certain energy present as if someone was 
watching me.

Interview with Heri Dono

Kow had to drive and 
it was on the other 
side of the road. 
It was funny but it 
was also scary!!!!!!!!

Interview with 
Putu Sutawijaya



I got closer with the other artists and we became a Brotherhood. We had 
a special time together and a special bond. Because we are all artists, we 
were able to create a dialogue and share our experiences with each other. 
We speak the same language.

Interview with Putu Sutawijaya



The house in SF, Muir Beach, was amazing. Great views, 
quiet, fresh air, special greens.

Interview with Ahmad Zakii Anwar



20 years ago I was drawn to how 
Hollywood portrayed the American Dream in movies, but it 
was eye opening to actually see how difficult it is to come to 
America.  I am a lucky man to even travel and explore 
within this residency. I have SO many ideas to 
bring to Indonesia. 

Interview with Putu Sutawijaya



artist

KOW LEONG KIANG



1. 15.5 x 44 in. (each 15.5 x 11 in. )



2. 11 x 15.5 in.



3. 11 x 15.5 in.



4. 11 x 15.5 in.



5. 11 x 15.5 in.



artist

AHMAD ZAKII ANWAR



	  6. 64 x 24 in. (8 sheets, each 16 x 11 in.)



7. 16 x 36 in. (each 16 x 12 in.)



8. 16 x 36 in. (each 16 x 12 in.)



9. 16 x 36 in. (each 16 x 12 in.)



10. 16 x 36 in. (each 16 x 12 in.)

11. 15 x 11 in.	



12. 15 x 11 in.

13. 16 x 36 in. (each 16 x 12 in.	



14. 16 x 36 in. (each 16 x 12 in.)



artist

PUTU SUTAWIJAYA



15. 15.5 x 33 in. (each 15.5 x 11 in.)



	 16. 16 x 12 in. (each)



17. 11 x 15.5 in. 



18. 11 x 15.5 in. 



19. 11 x 15.5 in.



20. 15.5 x 11 in. 21. 15.5 x 11 in.



22. 16 x 12 in.

23. 16 x 12 in.

24. 14 x 10 in.



25. 16 x 12 in.

26. 11 x 15.5 in.



artist

HERI DONO



27. 15.5 x 11 in.



28. 15.5 x 11 in.



29. 15.5 x 11 in.



30. 15.5 x 11 in.



31. 15.5 x 11 in.



32. 15.5 x 11 in.



34. 15.5 x 11 in.



33. 15.5 x 11 in.



35. 15.5 x 11 in.36. 15.5 x 11 in.



	 37. 33 x 33 in. (each 11 x 16.5 in.)






